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Office to help New Orleans VA  
employees with special placement Upcoming series designed to help 

employees After the Storms A special office has been established to administer the 
Special Placement Program for New Orleans VA 
Medical Center employees displaced due to Hurricane 
Katrina. While VA works to restore the full level of 
services to the New Orleans area, the VAMC will not be 
able to employ all of the employees who worked at the 
facility prior to the hurricane. Employees have been 
urged to participate in the Special Placement Program, 
which will allow VHA organizations to give priority 
consideration for all non-temporary vacancies to New 
Orleans VA employees who elect to participate in the 
program. 
     To apply for the program, New Orleans VA 
employees must complete the Employee Submission 
Form at the following Intranet Web site,  
http://vha16web1/NOLEmp/. 
     Questions regarding the program may be directed to 
the Special Placement Program Office in Topeka, 
Kansas, 1(866) 233-0152 (toll free). 

Notice to New Orleans VA employees  
on Temporary Duty assignments 
Employees receiving any federal (FEMA or other) or non-
federal (Red Cross or other) support for housing while on a 
Temporary Duty assignment, should not claim 
reimbursement for lodging costs on their VA travel claim. 
If these lodging costs are not covered by any other source, 
employees may claim lodging on their VA travel claim. 

Outpatient clinic opened at  
New Orleans VA Medical Center site 
An outpatient clinic opened today on the campus of the 
VA Medical Center in New Orleans.  The clinic offers 
primary care and mental health services to veterans, 
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Appointments may be made by calling 1(800) 935-8387. 
     The clinic is located on the 10th floor of the Lindy C. 
Boggs Care Unit which sits atop the parking garage at 
1601 Perdido Street.   

VISN 16 employees affected by Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita are the focus of a series of programs entitled, After 
the Storms: Employees’ Guide to Managing Stress. The 
programs are available for viewing via the VA 
Knowledge Network (VAKN).  
     The first program, Impact on the Network, originally 
aired on December 12, 2005 and will be rebroadcast 
several times with the next rebroadcast scheduled for 
Friday, December 16, 2005 at 8 a.m. CST, on VAKN, 
Channel 1. 
     The second program in the series, Impact on Three 
Facilities, broadcasts live Monday, December 19, 2005,  
12:30 p.m. CST on VAKN, Channel 5.        
     Future programs will provide information about 
common stress responses following a natural disaster, 
coping with loss and stress, living with displaced children 
and family members, adopting wellness strategies, and 
managing the long-term stress of recovery.  If you have 
topics or questions you would like addressed, email 
Michael Kauth at Michael.kauth@med.va.gov.  Dates for 
future programs will be announced soon.   
      The series of programs is a collaboration of the 
Mental Illness Research, Education, and Clinical Center; 
South Central VA Health Care Network; National Center 
for PTSD; and VA Employee Education System. 

Hurricane Katrina documentary  
available for viewing 
VA Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System’s Medical 
Media and VISN 16 have produced a short documentary of 
the events surrounding Hurricane Katrina. This nine minute 
video, Into the Eye of the Storm, is available for viewing on 
the VA Knowledge Network’s Content Distribution 
Network for VISN 16 employees.  
     To access the video, log on to the Intranet site,  
http://vaww.vakncdn.lrn.va.gov, go to the Content 
Library—VISN 16 page, then click on HR and Staff 
Development.    
     If you are using a computer that has never viewed CDN 
content, you may first be required to download the CDN 
plugin from the Web site. 

 

 

About After the Storm 

The After the Storm newsletter is a publication produced by the South Central VA Health Care 
Network in an effort to supply updated information to those affected by Hurricane Katrina as we 
continue to recover from this devastating storm.  
   This newsletter will be published on a recurring basis. For more information about the publication 
or to provide story ideas or information, call April Smith, writer/editor, VISN 16, at 601-364-7902. 
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